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The Texas Film Commission Certifies Lubbock  
as a Film Friendly Community 

 

(LUBBOCK) – The Texas Film Commission (TFC) announced Lubbock as a Film Friendly 
Community on Tuesday, February 9. The purpose of the Texas Film Friendly program is to 
enhance the economy by developing additional revenue through promotional efforts targeted to 
film industry professionals. By furthering the utilization of Lubbock through the promotion of 
not only the landscape and venues, but also capitalizing on “Hub City” hospitality, Lubbock will 
continue to develop as a city of opportunity in all sectors.  

“Lubbock is extremely excited to receive the Texas Film Commission’s Film Friendly Texas 
designation,” said Lubbock Mayor Dan Pope. “As a city already recognized for its originality 
and for fostering artistic creativity, the Film Friendly Texas designation reinforces this message 
and will help Lubbock market its unique attributes and resources to media professionals 
throughout the industry. I want to thank Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Film Commission 
for all their help, work and support.” 

To qualify as a Film Friendly Community, cities are required to meet the following criteria:  

● Attend a Film Friendly Texas training workshop and received ongoing training and 
guidance from the Texas Film Commission  

● Pass administratively enforceable filming guidelines that promote media production in a 
way that is both mutually beneficial for residents and industry professionals  

● Submit photos of filming locations in their community for inclusion in the Texas Film 
Commission location database 

By receiving this certification from the TFC and Film Friendly Texas program, Lubbock is  
recognized as a premier production location. Industry professionals will be provided with 
assistance, such as access to local services which include but are not limited to city permits, 
contact information, lodging and transportation. 

As former Governor Preston Smith, a Lubbock native, established the program on May 24, 1971 
during his tenure, it’s only fitting that as the program celebrates its 50th anniversary Lubbock 
joins the ranks among more than 150 cities in Texas. Together, the program provides additional 
support to Texas’ rural and suburban communities which may be underutilized.  

Lubbock Cultural Arts Foundation (LCAF) Director Stacy Keith will serve as the liaison 
between the City of Lubbock and media professionals by working directly with the TFC through 
the Film Friendly Texas program to market Lubbock’s hallmark characteristics.  



“For Lubbock to acquire the certification from the Texas Film Commission, which establishes 
the city as a “film friendly” community, is an incredible achievement,” said Keith. “It lets 
visiting filmmakers and production companies know that it is easy to film in Lubbock. The city 
is excited about supporting film industry professionals as they navigate the process. The staff of 
the Texas Film Commission has been wonderful to work with through the process of certification 
and we can’t wait to work on many projects together.”  

Lubbock offers an attractive bid and has established itself as a competitive region due to its 
partnerships with higher education institutions like Texas Tech University which will provide a 
strong pool of talent to the production teams. The “Hub City” also boasts an average of 265 days 
of sunshine per year, proximity to the Lubbock Preston Smith International Airport and offers 
easy access to major interstate highways. With a strong tourism industry and an enthusiastic 
government, Lubbock has established itself as a reputable destination for filming.  

Recognition on a state level for the continued efforts to further stimulate economic development 
through all industries, including media, positively impacts the entirety of the Lubbock 
community. Local businesses including contractors, caterers, hoteliers, rental companies, local 
retailers, restaurants and venues greatly benefit from the outside dollars spent within the local 
economy while films are in production. Over the past decade, the film production industry has 
contributed the following to Texas communities: 

● $1.66 billion in-state spending 
● Over 157,000 jobs created 
● 511% Return on Investment 

Through the LCAF website, professionals will find Lubbock’s Film Friendly Guidelines as well 
as the Film Authorization form needed to begin taking the steps toward filming in Lubbock. For 
more information, email Stacy Keith at stacy@lubbockculturalarts.org.    

 
About Lubbock Cultural Arts Foundation 
The Lubbock Cultural Arts Foundation is the official liaison between the City of Lubbock and the 
Lubbock arts community. Through its efforts in creating a thriving cultural community, LCAF serves as a 
resource for artists and collaborates with partners to grow and promote Lubbock as a destination for the 
arts. For more information, visit lubbockculturalarts.org 
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